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International Interdisciplinary Conference

Political Cultures, Values and Identities in the Baltic Sea Region: Transcending East and West, Moving Towards a Common Agenda
German-Latvian Centre & Institute of Advanced Social and Political Research, University of Latvia, Riga, February 10 – 13, 2005
In collaboration with the Baltic Sea School Berlin / Humboldt-University, International Science Center / Örebro University, Södertörn University College / Stockholm, Centre for Baltic Studies/University of Copenhagen / Öresund University
One of the fundamental challenges facing today’s Europe is the need for reconciling the diversity of political cultures, values, and identities of its constituent states with the political project aimed at creating an integrated Europe based on a community of values. This challenge to the common European political space is especially apparent in the Baltic Sea region where old and new political cultures, values and identities are now meeting within the integrated political, social, economic, cultural, intellectual, civilian, and military frameworks. The cultural challenge to the region is manifold. 

On the one hand, the process of amalgamation into the European Union has made a profound impact on the national identities and political cultures of the post-Communist societies on the Eastern rim of the Baltic Sea. On the other hand, in the triple process of European integration, nation-state building, and democratic consolidation that these societies are undergoing, their historical identities, as well as the inherited value systems and political cultures have equally played a key role. Also the countries on the Western side of the Baltic Sea have been feeling the increasing pressures on their cultural and political identities caused by the external forces of globalization, European integration, as well as the internal democratic discontents. For the societies on both sides of the Baltic Sea, the European integration is both a challenge and an opportunity. Their future lies within the fields of gravitation of multiple and contested identities, cultures, and values: European, national, and democratic. If the recent past of the Eastern part of the region was about post-Communist democratization, the salient issue of the present is the process of Europeanization that concerns all countries of the region. This process overturns the traditional meaning of democracy and citizenship, both of which have until recently been rooted in the nation-state. In this sense, Europeanization brings about transformation from old to new identities and values. Just like democracy and civic values are again an issue for the Western European countries, the post-national identities and political cultures are a great challenge for the post-Communist countries that recently joined the Western alliances. In the meantime, the evolving common European political space emerges as the single most important context within which the futures of cultures, values, and identities should be examined. A number of questions arise in this context: 
· What is the state of political cultures of the societies in today’s European Baltic Sea region? Have the post-Communist societies become consolidated as democracies, not just in institutional terms, but also on the level of political cultures, values and identities? 

· How can the remaining “West / East gap” of values and identities be seen in the context of the common heritage of intertwined histories of the region?

· How do the identities, value systems, and political cultures of the Baltic Sea region societies interact with the triple process of European integration, nation-state building, and democratic consolidation? 

· What are the pressures on the democratic identities of the countries in the region caused by the external forces of globalization, European integration, and the internal democratic discontents? Does European integration challenge the legitimacy of the traditional political cultures, value systems, national, and other political identities of the Baltic Sea region societies?
· Are there cultural preconditions for a community of values and identity in the region, broader in Europe, and what values are these? Is democratic citizenship one of those values? How strong is the common public space that would support these common values and identities?

The questions listed above call for a new interdisciplinary academic effort that would bring together the insights of humanities, political science research on democratization in the post-Communist countries, as well as the recent attempts to understand the emerging post-national shifts in values and identities within the context of European integration. In order to promote an interdisciplinary discussion of these issues, the German-Latvian Centre and the Institute of Advanced Social and Political Research, University of Latvia, together with a number of other academic centres on the Baltic Sea region, call an international interdisciplinary conference “Political Cultures, Values and Identities in the Baltic Sea Region: Transcending East and West, Moving Towards a Common Agenda”. The conference will take place in Riga on February 10 – 13, 2005 and is expected to draw on participation by internationally acclaimed scholars from social sciences and humanities. Active participation by young researchers from all countries, including the Russian Federation, is especially encouraged.
Practical information 

Submitting a proposal

The Conference Committee invites paper proposals on all aspects of the issues listed above. Scholars wishing to present papers are asked to submit their proposals by November 15th, 2004. The submission file should contain the following: a proposal of 250 – 400 words, an abbreviated curriculum vitae, and, if relevant, an application for a conference travel grant. The submissions should note whether audio or video equipment is needed. The submission should be sent as an attachment in MS-Word or RTF format, with the last name of the author as the file name. All submissions should be made to Victor Makarov at makarov@navigator.lv.

The applicants whose proposals have been accepted, will be notified no later than December 1st, 2004 and asked to submit the final version of their papers no later than January 15th, 2005.
Contact and information

All inquiries should be addressed to Victor Makarov at makarov@navigator.lv. Also consult the conference website that will be updated regularly (the web address to be announced soon). The detailed programme including sessions and panels will be announced later.

Fees and reimbursement

The organizers expect a limited number of full or partial conference travel grants to be available. The travel grants will cover cheapest travel, lodging, daily allowance. Preference will be given to applicants from Poland, Baltic States, and Russia. Strong preference will be given to applicants whose papers have been selected for presentation.
The participant’s schedule

ASAP 


Indicate your interest and the potential topic by email

November 15, 2004
Submit a paper proposal by, including:

1. a paper proposal of 250 – 400 words

2. an abbreviated curriculum vitae
3. an application for a travel grant (if relevant)

4. your audio or video equipment requests

December 1, 2004
Receive reply regarding your paper proposal

January 15, 2005
Submit the final version of your paper

February 9 – 10
Arrive in Riga
Deutsch-Lettisches Zentrum für Sozialwissenschaften
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